
BRING THEM HOME, A NEW FEATURE DOCUMENTARY EXECUTIVE PRODUCED AND 
NARRATED BY LILY GLADSTONE, TO DEBUT NATIONALLY ON PBS  

Directed by Ivan MacDonald, Ivy MacDonald and Daniel Glick, film chronicles Blackfeet tribe’s 
effort to return buffalo to the wild and reclaim centuries of Indigenous tradition 

 
September 24, 2025 (Los Angeles, CA) - Thunderheart Films, WETA, and PBS proudly 
announce that Bring Them Home / Aiskótáhkapiyaaya, the acclaimed new feature 
documentary executive produced and narrated by Academy Award–nominated actress Lily 
Gladstone, will make its exclusive U.S. national television debut on PBS at 10PM EST on 
Monday, November 24, 2025. 
 
The film will be broadcast nationwide to 330 local PBS stations, and available to stream on the 
PBS App, PBS.org, and wellbeings.org. 

Bring Them Home tells the powerful, urgent story of the Blackfeet Nation’s decades-long effort 
to return wild buffalo (“iinnii” in Blackfeet) to their ancestral lands, and with them, a critical part of 
Blackfeet identity, spirituality, and sovereignty. The film is directed by Daniel Glick and Ivan and 
Ivy MacDonald, a brother and sister filmmaking team who are members of the Blackfeet Tribe. 
Blackfeet tribal members were involved in telling the story at every level of the process and the 
film was made in close consultation with a Blackfeet Tribal Member Advisory Board. 

“The Blackfeet effort to return wild buffalo to the native lands where they once thrived is a story 
of extraordinary perseverance against the malignant forces of natural and cultural eradication. 
As the Blackfeet reclaim and revitalize a central part of this heritage, both Indigenous and non-
Indigenous communities can draw from this initiative a powerful lesson about the importance of 
reconnecting with nature through conservation,” said Glick and the MacDonalds in a joint 
statement.  
 
The 54-minute documentary for PBS broadcast was excerpted from an 85-minute theatrical 
version, both of which chronicle the decades-long initiative by members of the Blackfoot 
Confederacy to bring wild buffalo back to the Blackfeet Reservation. A thriving wild buffalo 
population would not only reconnect Blackfeet with a central part of their heritage, spirituality 
and identity, but would provide economic opportunities and healing for the community. Along the 
way, however, the initiative faces obstacles from ranchers who see the buffalo as a threat to the 
cattle ranches that dominate the land and are a legacy of colonization.  
 
“Bring Them Home is a monumental film depicting a monumental achievement. We are thrilled 
to bring this powerful documentary to public media and the general public. It beautifully tells of 
the hard-earned efforts of the Blackfeet to restore not only their land, but also their cultural 
identity and relationships by returning wild buffalo to their natural home,” said Derek Roberto of 
WETA. 
 

https://www.thunderheartfilms.com/
https://www.pbs.org/
https://www.pbs.org/publiceditor/blogs/pbs-public-editor/check-local-listings/
http://pbs.org/


Bring Them Home examines the deeply meaningful role that buffalo played in Blackfeet life prior 
to the arrival of settlers who nearly eradicated wild buffalo in an effort to eradicate the Blackfeet 
people. For Blackfeet, the buffalo are seen not only as fundamental to a healthy ecosystem, but 
as spiritual relatives. Their removal from the land meant the loss of the Blackfeet way of life, the 
trauma of which still reverberates today. 
 
In the present day, the film focuses on three main protagonists who are at the heart of the effort 
to reclaim these traditions through wildlife conservation: Ervin Carlson, director of the Blackfeet 
Buffalo Program; Paulette Fox, co-creator of the Iinii Initiative; and Leroy Little Bear, a leading 
tribal elder and educator involved in the Iinii Initiative. They join forces with non-native 
conservation groups, such as the Wildlife Conservation Society of New York City, who 
recognize the buffalo as a keystone species not only for Blackfeet lands, but for North America’s 
ecological stability. Ultimately, they strive to return to the wild a herd of buffalo that are direct 
descendants of the buffalo that originally inhabited their land.   

The documentary recently received the Big Sky Award at the Big Sky Documentary Film 
Festival in Montana, recognizing its artistic achievement in honoring the character, history, 
tradition and imagination of the American West. It also screened at the Salem Film Fest in 
March 2024, where it was met with critical and audience acclaim. 

As part of the national debut, the producers of Bring Them Home have developed a robust 
public impact campaign in consultation with the Blackfeet community and in partnership with 
numerous conservation organizations that will include screenings and panel discussions across 
the United States. The initiative, anchored in the themes of reciprocity, education, action and 
advocacy, will expand learning on the importance of buffalo to Blackfeet culture and build 
support for returning more wild buffalo to Indigenous land.  
 
More information on the film and impact campaign is available at thunderheartfilms.com.  
 
About Bring Them Home 
Bring Them Home is a production of Thunderheart Films and The Redford Center. Directed by 
Ivan MacDonald, Ivy MacDonald and Daniel Glick. Produced by Daniel Glick, Ivan MacDonald, 
and Sarah Clarke. Cinematography by Zane Clampett, Kier Atherton and Daniel Glick. 
Executive produced by Melissa Grumhaus, Sarah Clarke and Lily Gladstone. Narrated by Lily 
Gladstone.   
 
Bring Them Home was made possible through the support of The Redford Center, Margaret A. 
Cargill Philanthropies, Nia Tero, Wildlife Protection Solutions and the Montana Film Office. 
 
About Thunderheart Films 
Thunderheart Films is non-profit film production company dedicated to creating and distributing 
films and videos designed to foster healing, tolerance and unity and to reduce prejudice and 
discrimination.  
 
About WETA and Well Beings 

https://www.thunderheartfilms.com/


WETA is the leading public broadcaster in the nation’s capital, serving Virginia, Maryland, and 
the District of Columbia with educational initiatives and high-quality programming on television, 
radio, and digital. WETA Washington, D.C., is the second-largest producing station for public 
television, with news and public affairs programs including PBS NewsHour, PBS News 
Weekend, and Washington Week with The Atlantic; films by Ken Burns and Florentine Films, 
such as The American Buffalo and the forthcoming The American Revolution; series and 
documentaries by Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr., including Finding Your Roots with Henry Louis 
Gates, Jr. and GOSPEL; performance specials including National Memorial Day Concert and A 
Capitol Fourth. More information on WETA and its programs and services are available 
at weta.org. Visit facebook.com/wetatvfm on Facebook. 
 
Well Beings is a multiplatform, multi-year campaign from public media to address the critical 
health needs in America through original broadcast and digital content, engagement campaigns, 
and impactful local events. Well Beings was created by WETA Washington, D.C., and brings 
together partners from across the country, including youth with experience of mental health 
challenges, families, caregivers, educators, medical and mental health professionals, social 
service agencies, private foundations, filmmakers, corporations and media sponsors, to create 
awareness and resources for better health and well-being. The public can join the conversation 
by using #WellBeings, visiting WellBeings.org, or following @WellBeingsOrg 
on Instagram, Facebook, and TikTok. 
 
About PBS 
PBS, with more than 330 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new 
ideas and new worlds through television and digital content. Each month, PBS reaches over 36 
million adults on linear primetime television, 16 million users on PBS-owned streaming 
platforms, 56 million viewers on YouTube, and 10 million followers on social media, inviting 
them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature, and public affairs and to take front-
row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’s broad array of programs has been 
consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. As the number one 
educational media brand, PBS KIDS helps children 2-8 build critical skills, enabling them to find 
success in school and life. Delivered through member stations, PBS KIDS offers high-
quality content on TV — including a PBS KIDS channel — and streaming free 
on pbskids.org and the PBS KIDS Video app, games on the PBS KIDS Games app, and in 
communities across America. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS 
LearningMedia for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. More 
information about PBS is available at PBS.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the 
internet, Facebook, Instagram, or through our apps for mobile and connected devices. Specific 
program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by 
following PBS Communications on X. 
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